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Insurance Firms Pay AIDS Deaths Claims 
$4000052 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
19 Jan 89 p I 


[Article by Dianna Games] 
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since 1984 io 30 policyholders in 47 clai 
due to AIDS, it was disclosed this week. 


i 
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two and three years, seven between three and four years, 
three between four and five years and 13 over five yers. 


The average age of the claimants was 34.5 years, he said. 
It was worrying that the number of policies claimed was 
escalating rapidly, he added. 

In 1984 one policy was claimed, two were claimed in 


1985, seven in 1986, 11 in 1987 while this more than 
doubled to 26 in 1988. 


ducing 

not close all the loopholes and it was seldom that AIDS 
or HIV was mentioned on the death certificate. 

He said companies were now having to reserve finance 
for AIDS <iaims. 


TANZANIA 


New Poalt.y Disease Breaks Out in Dar-es-Salaam 
$400005 la Dar-es-Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 
16 Jan 89 p 1 


Development said the disease was endemic in Western 
Europe and the United States. 


SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 1 


They say i might have been “imported” through contam- 
inated eggs. feeds, formites, live vaccines or infected 
chicks. 


The first case in the country was diagnosed at the Temeke- 
14. Symptoms include severe depression, tremour, severe 
The disease affects young chicks of between two and nine 


weeks but woth c:ncentrated attack in birds of between 
three and six weeks, the officials said. 





17 Jan 89 pI 


Experts wore expected to come from the Nigeria-tased 
International Institute for Tropical Agnculture (ITT 4) to 


He said sporadic incidents of cassava mealybug were 
ing the ministry. img that the pest's recent cut- 
break in Musoma District was “very frustrating news”. 











with little food. Cassava is the staple food for Musoma 
Distr ‘4 


17 villages in Musoma District, leaving 12,317 residents 
completely destroyed they will also perish,” he said. The insectary is expected to be ready before April, this year. 


It was reported yesterday that the mealybug had attacked 


He, however, said the predator wasps would not com- 
pletely destroy the mealybug because once that hap- 
exist. “Since they feed on the mealybug, once the bug is 


pened the wasps themselves would not continue to 
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Update on AIDS-Related Issacs 


Risk Study 
54200029 Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 
18 Jan 89 p Al2 


[Article by Kelly Toughill] 


[Text] The risk of catching the AIDS virus from a human 
bite is very small, according to a new Canadian study 
that confirms what many researchers have long believed. 


The study, reported in the JOURNAL OF ACQUIRED 
IMMUNE DEFICIENCY SYNDROMES, found none 
of 30 health-care workers who were scratched or bitten 
by a patient with AIDS became infected with the virus. 


Researchers in Montreal studied 198 nurses, orderilies 
and nursing attendants who cared for a violent man with 
AIDS for three years. 


Because of a car accident, the man required constant 
nursing care. However, he was often aggrcesive and 
unco-operative, forcing attendants to come into contact 
gums and was incontinent. 


Thirty of the health-care workers were assaulted by the 
patient, including eight people «40 were bitten. 


But the study said “we did not find any evidence of 
acquired immune ion or transmission of (the 
AIDS virus; to those health<are workers who were 
scratched, cut or bitten.” 


AIDS is caused by a virus found in blood and semen and 
is most often spread during sex or the sharing of needles 
by infected drug users. Some people have worried the 


virus could be on through a human bite because it 
1s sometimes in saliva, though in much smaller 
concentrations. 


The study concludes the risk of catching the AIDS virus 
from a bite or scratch is small. 


Safe Sex Guideli=<s 
54200029 Vancouver THE SUN in English 
25 Jan 89 p A8& 


[Article by Robin Ludlow] 
[Text] Ottawa—in graphic terms, the Canadian AIDS 


Society Tuesday unveiled “Canada's first common stan- 
dard of safer sex guidelines.” 


cd 


*Minimal possibility (some theoretical nsk but no evi- 
dence so far of transmission)}—wet kissing, swallowing 
urine or feces, anilingus without # barrier, 
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Dr Randall Coates of the University of Toronto's Fac- 
ulty of Medicine said the same risk scale applies to other 
sexual diseases. 
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*Spermicides such as nonoxynol-9 can help kill the AIDS 
‘atus, but are not advised for rectal sex because of 
_— 


As of Monday, 1,337 AIDS cases had been diagnosed in 
Canada. 


Reiease of Experimental Drugs 
54200029 Vancouver THE WEEKEND SUN in English 


28 Jan 89 p Al 


[Text] Feder2! health officials have agreed to release two 
experimental crugs to people with AIDS, although the 
compounds hzven‘t been approved for use in humans. 


A bined ee on nee ‘bioti ; 
aad dextran sulphate, a sugar formula that appears to 
fight the AIDS virus in laboratory tests, are being issued 
under the emergency drug rcle.se program. 


'Jnder the program, a doctor can ask that an unapproved 
drug be released for a specific patient. 


“This is very, very good news,” said George Smith of 
AIDS Action Now. “This is everything we've been 
fighting for.” 


AIDS activists have lobbied for the release of aerosolized 
pentamidine for a year. Studies in Europe and the 
United States show regula; use of the drug can prevent a 
torm of pneumonia that frequently kills AIDS patients. 


Halifax Court Case 
54200029 Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 
27 Jan 89 p A& 


[Text] A man accused of knowingly spreading the AIDS 
virus to a pregnant woman will stand trial July 24 on a 
charge of criminal negligence causing bodily harm. Scott 
William Wentzell, 21, pleaded not guilty during a brief 
court appearance yesterday. One of the conditions of his 
bail 1s that he abstain from sex with anyone. 


2,323 Cases; 1,259 Deaths 
54200023 Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 
1] Jan 89 p A28 


[Excerpt] A total of 2,323 cases of AIDS had been 
reported by Jan. 3 in Canada since the first case in 1979. 
Of these, 1,259 people have died. 


In Ontario, 920 cases have been reported, and there have 
been 558 deaths. 


Adult cases across Canada include | 862 homosexual or 
bisexnal men, | 7 intravenous drug abusers, 6! homosex- 
ual o1 bises:ual men who are also intravenous drug users 
and 117 recipients of blood or blood products. Of the 


CANADA 


people who acquired AIDS through heterosexual activ- 
ity, 106 originated in a country where AIDS is endemic 
or largely spread heterosexually and 60 had sexual con- 
tact with a person at high msk. 


There are also 6! persons whose risk category has not 
been documented. 

Among the 39 children afflicted, perinatal transmission 
accounts for 33 cases and blood transfusions six. Twen- 
ty-two children have died of the disease. 


The national rate per million is 90.0. 


Toronto Needle Program 
54200023 Toronto THE TORONTO STAR in English 
13 Jan 89 p A6 


[Article by Laurie Monsebraaten: “Toronto Drug Users 
To Get Free Needles”) 


[Text] Toronto has become the first Canadian city to 
finance a needle-cxchange program to fight the spread of 
AIDS amouwg drug users. 


City council endorsed a controversial $650,000 program 
yesterday that will provide free clean zyringes to drug 
users in exchange for dirty ones. 

The one-year pilot project, which begins in March, will 


also provide education, medical help and counselling for 
addicts as well as referrals to rehabilitation programs. 


The city will pay $330,000 of the project's cost and is 
asking Queen's Park to pick up the remaining $320,( 00. 
Similar needle-cxchange programs are proposed or par- 
tially running in Victoria, Vancouver, Edmonton and 
Montreal but those cities are relying on federal moncy 
yet to be approved. 


Encourage | se 
Council approved the project by a 15-1 vote after a 
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[Text] A 9-month-old Metro * sronto baby has been found 
to have the first case of polio ‘4 Ontario im 10 years. 


baby, who lives in Scarburough and wiose identity 
been released, came down with the symptoms 





The polio vaccine consists of three types of polio virus. 
Lab analysis sh« ws that the baby had very weak antibod- 
ies to two of the virus types, meaning that the child's 
immune system did not respond well to the inoculation. 


“No vaccine is 100 per cent effective, which seems to be 
the case here,” Dr. Davison said. 


About 2 per cent of the population does not have strong 
immune responses to the polio vaccine, which means 
they will not be adequately protected against the disease. 
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So far only 55 to 65 cases of the highly contagious disease 
have been recorded in Montreal this year, 80 percent im 
school-aged children in communities on the western tp 
of Montreal Island. 


Meningitis i. Rural Ontario Area Causes One 
Death 


$4200032 Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL 
in English 6 Feb 89 p A3 


[Article by Lawrence Surtees] 





$4200031 Onawa THE OTTAW 4 CITIZEN in English 
21 Jan 89 p El 


[Text] After a five-year investigation, a group of doctor: 
at the University of Saskatchewan announced Thursday 
that soil and water chemistry may be a cause of multiple 
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higher than normal 











levels of 13 different chemicals in the samples 


Irvine sad. 


During the years of the Second World War, rural resi- 


The multiple sclerosis owtbres. occurred during that 
tume frame and the evidence sugy sts there 15 no msk to 
the people of Hennbourg now, he sand. 


way’ | told them, there had to be something to 1.” 


She said she 1s thrilled about the researchers’ ncws. but 
“the trick now is to keep going and find a cure.” 


and physical factors were not considered in the fests. 
Tainted Mussels Reportedly Caused Memory 


77 THE SATURDAY STAR in English 
7 Jan 89 p Aj 


[Excerpts] After eating mussel: in a Montreal restaurant 


hike his weight or the day or the year He even forgot that 
he and his wife had sold their 


Berthou, a 44-year-old physics teacher, is one of 150 

Canadians, most f.om Montreal, who became ill in the 

fall of 1987 after cating tainted mussels from Prince 
Island 

has to heep lists to remind him of 

as 


things. 1s suing the restauran: where he ate the mussels 
well as the distnbutor of the sheilfish 
He 


Tertelbaum said she has personally witresser, signs of her 
patents memory loss 


[Text] The largest free-roaming berd of bison im 
world may have to be killed tr clemunate a disease 
threatens other brsom as well as cattle om the area. 


Killing most of the 4.200 bisun m Wood 
National Park to leave a healthy breeding stock of 
100 animals is one of 9 options 
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$4200027 Vancouver THE SUN in English 


[Article by Margaret Munro] 
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Law on Diseases Published 
HK0703010989 Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 
2 Mar 8&9 p 6 


(“PRC Law on the Prevention and Treatment of Conta- 


gious Diseases, Adopted by the Sixth Session of the 
Seventh NPC Standing Committee on 2! February”] 


[Text] 


Chapter 1: General 


Article 1: This !aw has been formulated to prevent, 
control, and eliminate the occurence and spread of 
contagious diseases so as to ensure people's health. 


Article 2: The state combines prevention and treatment 
and exercises categorized management with regard to 
contagious diseases, taking prevention as the main form. 


Article 3: Contagious diseases governed by this law are 
classified into Category A, Category B, and Category C. 


Contagious diseases in Category A include: Bubonic 
plague and cholera. 


Contagious diseases in Category B include: Viral hepa- 
titis, bacterial or amebic dysentery, typhoid, paraty- 
phoid, aids, gonorrhea, syphilis, poliomyelitis, measles, 
pertussis, diphtheria, epidemic cerebrospiral meningitis, 
scarlet fever, epidemic hemorrahagic fever, rabies, lep- 
tospirosis, brucellosis, anthrax, =pidemic or endemic 
py ve ay epidemic meningitis B, kala-azar, malaria, 
and dengue. 


Contagious diseases in Category C include: Phthisis, 
schistosomiasis, filariasis, echinococcosis, leprosy, influ- 
enza, mumps, rubella, neonate tetatus, acute hemorra- 
hagic poy and infectious diarrhea caused by 
diseases other than cholera, dysentery, typhoid or 
paratyphoid. 


The State Council may increase or reduce the disease 
types in Category A as the case requires, and will 
announce the change. Health administration depart- 
ments under the State Council may increase or reduce 
the disease types in Categories P and C as the case 
requires, and will announce the change. 


Article 4: Governments at all levels should exercise 
leadership over the prevention and treatment of conta- 

gious diseases, work out plans to prevent and cure 
inotesions diseases, and ensure the implementation of 
these plans. 


Article 5: Health administration departments under gov- 
ernments at all levels should exercise uniform supervi- 
sion over the prevention and treatment of contagious 
diseases. 


CHINA 9 


Epidemic prevention de partments at all levels should 
designated for them according to their professional divi 


Medical and health protection departments at all levels 
should exercise management over the contagious dis- 
eases that fall into the scope of work designated for them 


Prevention and treatment of contagious diseases in 
Army units should proceed acccording to this law and 
other relevant state regulations under the supervision 
and management by the Chinese PLA health depart- 
ments concerned. 


Articie 6: The mangement of food, medicine, and water 
in connection with the preventioy. and treatment of 
contagious diseases as well as quarantine work on the 
state border should be carried out according to the 
relevant laws. 


Article 7: All units and individuais within the PkC 

boundary must be willing to accept checks, inspections, 

and investigations concerning contagious diseases by 

health protection and epidemic prevention departments; 

Oe 
is law. 


Article 8: Units and individuals making marked achieve- 
ments in preventing and controlling contagious diseases 
will be rewarded. 


Chapter 2: Prevention 


Article 9: Governments at all levels should conduct 
health education in the prevention of contagious dis- 
eases and organize pe ple to eliminate rats, disease- 
carrying insects including mosquitoes and flies, and 
other harm caused by aminals suffering from contagious 
diseases common to man. 


Article 10: Governments at all levels should build and 
transform their public health facilities and introduce 
cleaning treatment for polluted water, other pollutants, 
excrement, and urine so that they become harmless to 
human beings. This will help improve the health condi- 
tions for drinking water. 


Article 11: All types of medical and health departments 
at all levels should form disease prevention organiza- 
tions to take up the responsibility for preventing and 
controlling contagious diseases in their units or neigh- 
borhood. 


Cities, disiricts directly under urban jurisdiction, and 
counties should set up hospitals for contagious diseases or 
outpatient departments or wards for contagious diseases. 
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Articie | 2: The state will exercise a preventive inocula- 
tion system. 


The state will exercise an inoculation card system among 
children. 


Article 13: Water supply units must supply drinking 
water according to the health standards defined by 
relevant state regulations. 


Article 14: Patients with contagious diseases, contagious 
disease carriers, and patients suspected of carrying con- 
tagious diseases are not allowed to undertake jobs that 
easily help spread contagious diseases, before their 
recovery or the removal of suspicion on the patients 
suspected of carrying contagious diseases. 


to prevent the contagion of diseases or the spread of 
pathogenic bacteria in their laboratories. 


Article 16: The storage, delivery, and transportation of 
pathogenic bacteria and toxicants must strictly abide by 
the regulations defined by the State Council's health 
administration department. 


Article 17: Polluted water, other pollutants, excrement, 
and urine infected with contagious diseases in Category 
A must be strictly disinfected and handled by the rele- 
vant units and individuals under supervision by the 
relevant epidemic prevention organ; the relevant local 
government can impose compulsury measures on those 
who refuse to do so. 


Polluted water, other polluiants, excrement, and urine 
infected with contagious diseases in Categories B and C 
must be handled by the relevant units and individuals 
according to the requirements set by the relevant epi- 
demic prevention organ. 


Article 18: Veterinary departments at all levels are 
responsible for the prevention and treatment of conta- 
gious diseases among livestock and poultry which are 
also common to man. 


Wild animals with contagious diseases common to man 
are not allowed to be sold or transported without a 
quarantine test given by the veterinary department of the 
locality concerned or the veterinary department of the 
recipient locality. 


The prevention and treatment of rabies should be under- 
taken by veterinary, public health, and public security 
departments of local governments according to the 7eg- 
ulations of the State Council. 


Article 22: The relevant responsibie persons of govern- 
ments at all levels and personnel engaged in health protec- 
tion and epidemic prevention are not allowed to cover up 
or provide false information about the occurrence of 
contagious diseases or to instruct others to do so. 


Article 23: The State Council's health administration 
department should promptly announce the occurrence of 
the contagious diseases according to the facts and may also 
authorize the health administration departments of the 
relevant provinces, autonomous regions, and mu.vicipali- 
ties directly under the central government to promptly 
ee ee 
to the 


Chapter 4: Exercising Control 


Article 24: Upon their discovery of the occurrence of 
contagious diseases, health protection or epidemic pre- 
vention departments should promptly take the following 
control measures: 

1) Patients with contagious diseases in Category A and 
patients suffering from aids and palmonary anthrax in 
Category B must be given isolation medical treatment. 





sh Raeentetiiion ar aneenettene ollt be haanenté on sams 
gatherings including those in markets, meetings, cine- 
mas, and theaters. 

2) Production, businesses, and schools will be stopped. 
3) Special arrangements wil! be made for housing and 


4) The source of public drinking water that has been 
polluted by the contagious disease will be sealed. 


a 


Within the given time, the local government at county 


The cancellation of the above messures will be 
announced by the department that decided upon its 
implementation. 


Article 27: In case a major contagious disease breaks out, 
the State Council's health administiation department 
has the right to transfer medical protection and epidemic 
prevention personnel from all parts of the country, 
including provinces, autonomous regions, and munici- 
palitites directly under the central government, to con- 
trol the spread of this contagious disease, health admin- 
istration departments of local governments at all levels 
have the right to transfer medical protection and epi- 
demic prevention personnel from their administrative 
regions for the same purpose. 





Article 30: Railway, communications, and civil aviation 
departments should give priority to the transportion of 
personnel, medicine, biological products, and equipment 
required to teckle contagious diseases with the approval 
of the relevant health administration department. 


Article 31: Detailed methods of communications and 
quarantine for controlling the spread of contagious dis- 
eases should be formulated by the State Council's health 
administration department and submitted to the State 
Council for approval and implementation. 


Chapter 5: Supervision 


Article 32: Health administration departments at all 
levels should exercise supervision and management over 
the prevention of contagious diseases: 

1. They should exercise supervision and inspection over 
the prevention, cu‘e, observation, and control of conta- 
gious diseases. 

2. Units and individuals under medical examination 
should be given instructions to improve prevention and 
management work agaist contagious diseases within a 
given time. 

3. Violations of this law will be given administration pun- 
ishments according to the relevant provisions of this law. 








departments. 


Article 33: Health admuinistraticn departments at all levels, 


the Criminal Law, light offenders are liable to adminis- 
punishments. 


Ne eS oe. 


thet constitute crimes will be dealt with ascecding to 
Article 187 of the Crnainal Law. 


Chapter 7: Supplementary Articles 


department will formulate implementation methods 
to this law and submit them to the State 
approval and implementation. 


Article 41: This law will come into force on |) September. 
The relevant articles of the Criminal Law are attached 
herein. 


Article 178: Those who violate the regulations on border 
quarantine and their violation causes the spread of 
contagious diseases or constitutes a serious danger of the 
spread of contagious diseases will either be sentenced to 
& prison or detention term not exceeding 3 years with a 
cash penalty or subjected only to a cash penalty. 


Article 115: Those who violate the regulations concerning 
the management of explosive, inflammabh., radioactive, 
poisonous, and corrosive materials and their violation 
causes serious accidents in the production, storage, trans- 
portation, and use of these matenals will be sentenced to a 
prison or detention term not exceeding 3 years, violators 
who cause extraordinarily serous will be 


consequences 
sentenced to prison terms between 3 and 7 years. 












$40048 10a Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 
25 Oct 88 p 3 


[Text] Beginning in March 1983 Zhehiang Public Health 
Organization Associate Professors Wang Xuao and 


OW2502223789 Beijing XINHUA in English 
0245 GMT 25 Feb 89 


[Text] China will establish an AIDS research center 
which will study the use of traditional Chinese medicine 
in providing accurate diagnosis and treatment of the 
killer disease, according to a leading Chinese medical 
researcher. 















“There have been more than 30 reported deaths from 
typhoid and 55 (from) cholera,” the New China News 
Agency quoted Mr. Chen as telling a National People's 
Congress standing committee meeting. 


His announcement came on the same day that Premier 
Li Peng submitted a draft law to the congress on preven- 
tion of infectious diseases. 


Diseases with a high incidence have been classified into 
three categories by the draft law. 


Mr Chen said AIDs was not included with plague and 
cholera in the first and most serious but in the 
second because no full-blown cases of AIDs have yet 
been found in China. 


Official statistics showed that China has seven AIDS 
carners. All the infections were blamed on contaminated 


blood products imported from abroad. 











HONG KONG 


Sixteenth Confirmed AIDS Victim Recorded 
54004006 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 6 Jan 89 p 3 


[Text] Another case of AIDS has been confirmed, bring- 
ing the number of people who have contracted the 
full-blown disease to 16. 

The Medical and Health Department said yesterday in 
its monthly surveillance report the male victim con- 
tacted the disease sexually. 

Eleven of the AIDS victims have died, including one 


The four new carriers include a Swiss woman, serving a 


Among the carriers in Hongkong are 67 individuals 
referred by doctors, 12 referred by venereal disease 
clinics and 53 haemophiliacs who contracted the virus 


[Excerpt] Two foreign women deported for working as 
prostitutes last year told a senior policeman they had 


AIDS 








“I am not trying to frighten people but if I were a local 
male who had used a prostitute in Yau Ma Tei, I would 
go for a screening test. 


men are still going out with prostitutes it will 
not take very long for the disease to spread. 


Mr Seabourne said local prostitutes carried many other 
sexual diseases. 


“The vast majority of them willingly became prostitutes, 
unwittingly they did not know the dangers,” Mr Sea- 
bourne said. 


“Nearly 90 per cent of young girl prostitutes have 
venereal disease. 


“We know of a 13-year-old girl who caught syphilis on 
the night she became a prostitute. 


“They try to take precautions but cither they don't 
understand or they become lax. 
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“It is rare now in Yau Ma Tei district to find a prostitute 


Radio Reports on Rice Planting, Pests in South 
BK2402063089 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 23 Feb 89 


EAST ASIA 


“According o 2 communique issued by the Plant Pro- 
tection Department, the southern provinces’ winter- 
spring rice crop 1s now being ravaged by \ arious types of 
ing more than 30,000 hectares in the Mekong Delta and 
central coastal provinces and stem borers, about 40,000 
hectares in the Mekong Delta provinces. Rice blast, army 
worms, and stemflies are also causing damage here and 
there in the central coastal provinces, and limited infes- 
tations of army worms have been reported in Tien Giang 
and Cuu Long Provinces. In addition to this, paddy flies 
are playing havoc on the fields of budding, blossoming, 
and ripening rice plants in the Mekong Delta provinces.” 


To ensure a good harvest the southern provinces should 
concentrate efforts on controlling harmful insects and 
diseases and preventing them from spreading. 
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not narmful to human bodies. The Indian team subr=it- 
India. Publication of such reports in the context of 
believes. 






OF 





[Text] The Union health ministry has embarked ca a 
programme to set up fullfledged treatment facilities for 
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sion of infection with transmissio® rates ranging as high 
as 90 per cent. 


To minimize this, the Central government has made it 
mandatory that all imported and indigenously manufac- 
tured blood products carry an “AIDS-free” certificate. 


The AIDS task force of the central government which 
reviewed infection of the disease through blood had 
recommended in May last screcning at select metropol- 
itan centers and results analyzed. As a result, the screen- 
ing of blood was started in select institutions in Vellore, 
Madras, Pune, Bombay and Dethi. 


The Central government will launch by April this year a 
five-year medium-term plan with a possible o stlay of Rs 
10 crores to evolve long-term strategies to control the 
spread of the disease. 


The plan is now under preparation in collaboration with 
the WHO after consulting various state governments. A 
team of WHO consultants and Union health ministry 
months to assess their requirements. 


Cerebral Malaria Reported Spreading in Gujarat 
54500055 Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 
10 Dec 88 p 5 


[Text] The death toll tn the mysterious fever which broke 
out in Gujarat’s Mandal village has risen to 170. The 
fever, which has been identified as cerebral malaria, has 
also spread to nearby villages. Over 700 cases have been 
registered in |! villages of Viramgan taluka of Ahmeda- 
bad district so far. 
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Experts Discuss AIDS 
54004506 Amman AL- 
1 Dec 88 p 10 
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| est Assessed, Warning of New 
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500043 17 Jeddah ARAB NEWS in English 9 Jan 89 p 2 
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those consuming other varieties had a mixed color. 


Another sign /ficant finding was that Panicum, a domi- 
nant plant over large areas of the Tihamah, was only 
occasionally or rarely eaten by the ich were 
unable to ingest enough nutrients and water from the 
tough and dry leaves of the plant. 
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Aspects of Fight Against AIDS Discussed 
180003526 Minsk SOVETSKAYA BELORUSSIYA 
in Russian 6 Jan 89 p 3 


[Article by A. Babin, chief of the AIDS Prevention 
Division at the Republic Center of Hygiene and Disease 
Control, Ministry of Health of the Belorussian SSR: 
“AIDS Terminates Life™] 


[Text] What measures are taken to prevent the spread of 
this vicious infection, what should be done in order to 
further reinforce the obstacles in its path—these are the 
topics considered by the author of this articie. 


As of now, 112 Soviet citizens are known to have 
contracted the AIDS virus. in the opinion of specialists, 
this is only the tip of the iceberg; actually, the number of 
persons infected is much higher. Over the last year, 19838, 
the number of persons infected grew 3.5 times compared 
to the end of 1987. 


Infection is brought from abroad both by foreigners and 
Soviet citizens on business trips abroad. So far, this is the 
main way, but the number of those infected by their 
fellow countrymen is increasing from one month to the 
next. 


The infection has not spared our republic. Over 1.2 
rnillion persons have been tested for AIDS. Twenty-nine 
foreigners infected with the AIDS virus have been found, 
and the contraction of this virus by seven citizens of the 
republic, including four in Minsk, has been ascertained. 
The actual number of those infected is much higher; 
simply put, they have not been discovered yet by the 
health care agencies. 


Prostitutes and other persons with a chaotic sex life are the 
most dangerous group as far as spreading AIDS is con- 
cerned. What is the status of testing them? How many of 
them ere there? Nobody is in a position to give an exact 
answer to this question. There are especially many of them 
in areas which include Intourist facilities, dormitories of 
foreign specialists; however, such persons are not officially 
registered anywhere. What are the physicians to do? We 
have taken the way of setting up offices for anonymous 
testing. However, it quickly turned out that persons 
infected with AIDS continue to remain anonymous and 
infect their partners with AIDS. We began to set up offices 
of confidential testing (at present, there are 11 of them in 
the republic). Complete medical cofidentiality of the test- 
ing is maintained. Any citizen of any administrative unit 
may take the test, be it in Minsk, Vitebsk or another city of 
his choosing. Then he can call and ask about the results. It 
is recommended that persons in the high-risk groups get 
tested every 3 months and subsequently once in 3 months 
over a quite long period of time. There are observations 
suggesting that AIDS-positive results do not appear until 
1,5 years later. 


SOVIET UNION 24 


Internal affairs agencies could be very helpful in discov- 
ering and testing 


sands of suspects. In the United States, where homosex- 
a nf mee sy there ar- about 2 million 
male homosexuals, i. ¢., about | percent of the entire 


who hold sway in the yard and in the street. In their 
system of values, it is not shameful to have intercourse at 
14 or 15, or even earlier. At that age, the fear of 
contracting venereal desease is absent, and there is no 
idea at all of hygiene in sex. If neither the school nor the 
parents can keep them from premature involvement, we 
should at least make sure that those do not become fatal. 
ne ee ST See 
fe. 


Massive testing of the populace for AIDS is stifled by the 
shortage of special equipment (spectrophotometers) for 
analyses. Domestically manufactured equipment has not 
been delivered thus far, wherees imported equipment is 
expensive and, as is known, is purchased for hard 
currency. 


Space meeting the requirements of sanitary and hygienic 
norms and disease control rules is needed to set up 
diagnostic AIDS laboratories. Out of necessity, some of 
the laboratories were set up in adapted dwellings, and the 
sanitation and disease control service is suggesting that 
they be closed. Within the next 2 years, 25 to 30 more 
laboratories have to be created. Additional space is 
needed, especially in rayon centers. 


How should we treat AIDS-infected perons? They should 
live among us, and cot only live but be full-fledged 
citizens, go to work, to entertainment facilities, swim- 
ming pools, etc. Any discrimination of them is inadmis- 
sible. In our country, there have already been cases of 
them being dismissed from their jobs under various 
pretexts. Exactly the opposite, more sensitive and atten- 
tive attitude towards them is needed. Not all of them are 
debauchers; there are those who have suffered through 
no fault of their own, say, during a blood transfusion. 
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There are children who have contracted the disease from 
their mothers or through blood transfusions (according 
to the data of union statistics, so far there are no infected 
children in the republic; no cases of infection through 
blood transfusions have been found either. all donated 


own health and way of life is, the less the probability of 


Into AIDS Outbreak at Elista 
Enquiry Hospital 


18300352A Moscow TRUD in Russian 16 Feb 89 p 4 


[Article by V. Belitskiy, TRUD science editor: “Those 
Guilty Have Been Fired; Problems Remain”) 


[Text] The case in Elista where 27 small children were 
infected with the human immune deficiency virus 
[AIDS] as a result of criminal negligence of health care 
employees who used non-sterilized instruments is an 
extraordinary one, all the more so because the above 
number is not final. 


A commission chaired by Deputy Chairman of the 
RSFSR Council ox Ministers Nikolay Timofeevich Tru- 
bilin has carefully examined both the causes of this 
event, 80 to say, at the level of the medical collective, as 
well as issues directly related to the overall level of 
medical aid and organization of health care. 


As far as the facts of the first group are concerned, they 
are generally simple and even commonplace, the tragedy 
notwithstanding: low level of skill oi both the physicians 
and middle-level personnel, the lack of enforcement of 
mandatory rules of hygiene, botched work, irresponsibil- 
ity... After the event became public, some of the medical 
documentation turned out to be ruined or disappeared. 
Let us hope that the documents remaining will suffice for 





os 
been talking for months about the need for businesslike 
contacts between physicians and internal affairs agen- 
cies. After all, it is nonsensical to assume that doctors 


for fighting AIDS need to be revised. For example, at 
present people who have worked abroad for a long time 
are not classifieu as a “high-risk” group for some reason. 


Particular responsibility devolves on industry which 
produces, or rather fails to produce, the instruments and 


Ministry of Instrument-Making, Automation Equipment 
and Control Systems which have failed the government 
assignment, failed to organize the production of dispos- 
able syringes and needles for injections, an adequate 
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quantity of reliable testing kits and equipment for out- 
quoted: the minimal need of the RSFSR for such labo- 
ratories is 640, however, at present there are only 163 of 
therm due to the absence of spectrophotometers which 
these ministries have failed to deliver. 


features of operations by many sectors in our country, 
and also of the entire economic mechanism, are clearly 
seen in the case of the approach to the production of 
disposable syringes and systems. The government assign- 


long time. Speaking ai the mecting, Minister V. Bykov 
stated: “There are going to be no syringes if there is no 
equipment,” and referred to poor work of the Ministry of 
the Machine Tool and Tool Building Industry which 
supposedly paralyzes operations at the enterprises of the 
Ministry of the Medical and Biological Industry headed 
by him. What is needed to get things moving? Hard 
currency, of course! As much as 100 million. 


It appears that now, when procrastination is fraught with 
new and extremely unpleasant consequences, wx proba- 
bly cannot do without purchasing equipment abroad (it 


SOVIET UNION 


is no accident that President of the Academy of Medical 
Sciences of the USSR V. Pokrovskiy said at the meeting 
that new outbreaks of the virus may be expected im other 
places as well). However, we should treat optimustic 


Inductry (as well as the Ministry of Instrument Making, 


Ministers went into details, evaluated and 
various measures of aid to the health care service in 
Kalmykia, and adopted a plan of usent and long-range 
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and referred to US. experiences, but all without many 
people listening. 


Should it make any difference whether the AIDS cases 
grow at an exponential rate? it cannot, primarily because 
the understanding of the spread of the disease up to now 
is the basis for judgement of the future development of 
the disease. 


our planet. 
Such absurdities can only be found with the calculator of 
an who is projecting it 


In environments with few sex partners per person, AIDS 
does not have the same chances at all. That does not 
mean, of course, that people do not get the disease from 
one single contact with an infected sex partner. But it 
with respect to society it is not a very big 
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This is extremely simple: AIDS will only be a problem for 
us if we make it a problem ourselves. If we take our own 
sexual encounters seriously enough to celebrate them by 
using a condom, the AIDS disease does not have a chance. 


AIDS is a clear problem. The Danish information cam- 
paign, which is considered the world's best and the most 
qualified, still owes us this simple information. 


IV-Drug Users Main Concern 
$4002455a Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
inDanish! Dec 88 p 3 


[Article by Henning Ziebe: “AIDS Epidemic Less Severe 
Than Feared”; words in italics as published in original] 


[Text] The most recent calculations show that by the end 
of 1990 there will only be 688 Danish AIDS cases 
compared with the previously feared 2,050 cases. But the 
figures should be evaluated with care. 
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Trend In The AIDS Epidemic: 1989-90 


Key: 

1. Observed number of AIDS patients 

2. Calculations based on the period 1984-86 

3. Calculations based on the period of 1987 through the 
second quarter of 1988 
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In most cases by far, a one-time bout with influenza means 
: . But there are other 


TTTH oe 
i 
iil 
THI 
iNhal 
Hf i 

al 


To be vaccinated after an influenza epidemic has been 
confirmed is, however, a tad too late. It takes approxi- 


WEST EUROPE 


“The only people who could suffer discomfort from the 
vaccine are people allergic to eggs. That is because the 
virus that is used for the vaccine develops in eggs.” 


He estimates that between 90,000 and 100,000 Danes 
tee percentage to be between 60 and 80. 


Death Raises Concern Over Meningitis in 
Hillerod 


54002468 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 4 Feb 89 p 7 


[Text] Because of two cases of meningitis in the same 
class at the Alholmsko! in Hillerod—one of them with a 
fatal outcome—among other things, the alert at the 
town's central hospital and among the doctors on duty in 


After a death due to meningitis in Hillerod, both the 
central hospital and the doctors on duty in Frederiksborg 
ual is a 16-year-old student in the 9th grade at the 
Alhoimskol, and one of his classmates is hospitalized 
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The cases of meningitis that have been recorded have 
been of the so-called Type B, which cennot be vaccinated 


“The usual stiffness of the neck, for example, does not 
set in in this type of meningitis, so if the child has a high 
fever, 1s dull and apathetic—and has red spots on his or 
her skin—there is reason to sound the alarm.” 


Greenland's Chief Health Officer Optimistic on 


54002467a Godthab GRONLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 
9 Jan 89 p 9 


[Article: “Getting a Handle on AIDS”; first paragraph is 
GRONLANDSPOSTEN introduction] 


duct of the AIDS scare is the fact that last 
number of gonorrhea cases in Greenland was half what it 
was in 1987. 


WEST EUROPE 


“When it comes to AIDS, we have to be very cautious 
about anticipating our tnumy hs, but the figures show the 
number of cases rose sharply at the beginning of | 988, 
then after that the spread of AIDS almost stopped. Only 
at the end of the year did we sce yet another HIV- 
positive case, so in all there were 13 here in Greenland,” 
Jens Misfeidt told GRONLANDSPOSTEN. 


Reliable Figures 


The chief health officer also 4rew attention to the fact 
the 


that he was using very reliable figures, since, during 
past year, a survey was carried out in Greenland which is 
without parallel 


In 1987, 6,400 cases of gonorrhea were treated in Green- 
and in 1988 this figure dropped to a little over 
3,000. The number was thus more than halved. 


development, even if we are not 
at all as low {as we shouldbe] Jens Misfedt said. That 
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syphilis, by mid-1988 there was one case, after 
saci ealamatieds thapameds tite 
of this sexual disease in Greenland in | 988. 


New Public Health System Planned for Greenland 
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Denmark, but the actual work put in is not 


“We cannot advocate setting up a 40-hour wort week. Health has to pet off its beckside to hold omto doctors” 


We can't have three to four doctors in a district of 800 


people. There's simply not work for more than one. If 
more come, they'll sit and pick their noses all day lorg It 
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work is being done in Copenhagen. Responsibility 


health in Greenland rests with the Danish State anc 
is financed by the Danish State. 
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Total of AIDS Cases Reaches 71 
54500065 Dublin IRISH INDEPENDENT in English 
5 Jan 89 p 10 


[Article by Stephen McGrath] 


[Text] The Department of Health was putting all avail- 
able resources into fighting the spread of AIDS among 
drug addicts, said Dr James Walsh, Chief Medical 
Officer at the Department. 

“Trying to contro: the spread of AIDS in drug abusers in 


Ireland is a very difficult target. Up to 5,000 people here 
may be taking drugs,” Dr Walsh said. 


He revealed that in the general population there have 
been 71 cases of more than 
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tracted the virus from their mothers. In a couple of cases 
the mothers were not drug abusers and contracted the 
virus from the drug abusing fathers of the children. 
WHO also reported that there are 787 victims of the 
AIDS virus here including 50 babies. These people were 
discovered in 21,000 tests done in clinics and hospitals 
around the country. 

At least five million people worldwide are infected with 
the HIV virus and according to expert opinion 30 p.c. of 
them will go on to develop full-blown AIDS within five 
years. 


The Eastern Health Board's Outreach programme is 
already providing a methadone as a heroin substitute. It 
also provides intensive counselling for addicts and free 
needless and condoms if they are necessary for individ- 
uals. 


Searing Rate of Tuberculosis Sparks Action 
Demand 


54500064 Dublin IRISH INDEPENDENT in English 
3 Dec 88 p 7 


[Article by Geraldine Collins] 


[Text] Four specialist doctors have called for urgent 
action to curb the soaring incidence of, and rate of death 
from, tuberculosis here—still the highest in western 
Europe. 


All directors of community care, hospital clinical con- 
sultants, and heads of diagnostic laboratories in the 
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There was a higher incidence of TB in the Eastern Health 
Board are (232), followed by the Southern Health Board 
(134), Western Health Board (75), North Western area 
(72), Mid Western (78), Midland (41), South Eastern 
(75) and North Eastern (49). the figures give an incidence 
of 21.37 cases per 100,000 population based on 1986. 
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$4500063 Dublin IRISH INDEPENDENT in English 
23 Dec 88 p 2 


[Article by Stephen McGrath] 


[Text] Medical researchers have found that an “extraor- 
dinary number” of young Irish people are prone to a rare 
lung disease which can be lethal unless treated, it was 
revealed last night. 


Young people in their 20s are being hit by the disease far 
more often in Ireland than almost anywhere else, a 
project funded by the Health Research Board has shown. 


Doctors don’t know what causes the disease and they are 
puzzied as to why it should have such a high incidence 
here where more than 5,000 people suffer from it. 


The disease is sarcoidosis and a research team, led by 
Professor Muiris FitzGerald of St Vincent's Hospital, 
has been trying to unravel its mysteries. Its symptoms 
include irritation and inflammation of the lungs. 


“One of the interesting things we have found is that 10 
per cent of those who suffer from sarcoidosis have at 
least one relative who also suffered from it,” Prof Fitz- 
Gerald said. 


New Hygiene Control Code To Safeguard Egg 
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[Article by William Dillon] 


[Excerpts] A strict new code of practice for the poultry 
industry aimed at preventing any future salmonella 
outbreaks was announced yesterday by the Government. 


Though the guidelines are not legally binding, Agricul- 
ture Minister Michael O’Kennedy warned that if they 
were not properly implemented by the industry, he 
would bring in “further sanctions” to ensure the highest 
hygiene standards are met. 


The Department confirmed that there have been no new 
outbreaks of the disease since last week. But officials 
monitoring the situation privately fear that if the source 
of the disease is contaminated feedstuff, there may still 
be some which has not made its way through the food 
chain. [passage omitted] 
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iure is not in the public interest. 


When the order is confirmed by the Minister, he will 
then grant a licence for the operation of the salmon farm. 


Mr O'Sullivan said it was impossible to keep fish in a 
cage close together without some disease arisiuug in them 
occasionally. This was causing serious concern in Scot- 
land and Ireland at the moment. 


One of the most serious conditions that affected salmon 
were outbreaks of sea lice. It may arise in one or two fish 
and while it was not possible to isolate these the infesta- 
tion spread widely. 


The treatment was the use of a toxic insecticide name 
Nuvan. While it was effective in treating the salmon, its 
toxicity was fatal to insects and crustaceous fish. 


He said that the debris which would form beneath the 
fish cage could have the effect of encouraging plankton 
bloom which would have a serious effect on fish life. It 
was very important that there would be an adequate 
flushing of the sea water beneath the fish case by way of 
current. [Passage omitted] 








ate it for lack of personnel.” 


new cases, 51 less than the 717 reported in the previous 
half. Nevertheless, the number of AIDS cases in Italy 
since 1983 is still growing: The total is 3,008. 


The nc data were presented yesterday during the meet- 
ing of the governmental commission on AIDS held to 
design a prevention plan while waiting for funds to put it 
into effect. 
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Also decreasing is the number of deaths—195 in the first 
half of the year, 112 in the second. Some experts agree 
that is is too carly to talk about ar inversion of the 
epidemic, but it is indeed a very positive sign. 


Another piece of good news comes from the International 
Conference on AIDS and Cancer being held in Venice. Dr 
Danie! Zagury reported on the first positive results of the 
vaccine he injected into himself 2 years ago. “The vaccine 
caused a strong reaction of my immune system against the 
HIV virus,” said the French scientist, “and it seems to 
remain constant. But we need more proof.” 


In fact, before we exult we must prove that the positive 
reaction shown by Zagury's body will be obtained with 
other individuals. Afterwards we must also make sure that 
the immune reaction spurred by the vaccine 1s sufficient to 
prevent the infection. However, Robert Gallo, discoverer 
of the HIV virus, was very enthusiastic. He commented: “ 
So far, Zagury's vaccine is the first to show such a 
significant 


died in 1959, and his case remained an inexplicable one 
of a person vulnerable to the most common infections. 
As happens in more advanced hospitals, however, the 
doctors froze a sample of his blood. They hoped, as it has 
happened, that someday new techniques would permit 
further analyses of the sampie and the cause of his death 
could be discovered. 


Vestfold Arca Reports Success in Slowing HIV Spread 
$4002457a Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
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Statistics on Women with HIV Infection Given 
$4002457b Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
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